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The Central Intelligence. 
Agency was secretly ‘ hi*’ 
structed 27 years ago to carry' 
out covert operations abroad- 
in such a fashion that--, 
disclosure, even today, “could 
prompt attacks on our 
diplomatic personnel ovejseast 
as being spies and covert j 
operators." .. / 

Officials of the National. 5 
Security Council made, that 
claim this week as they; I 
reluctantly released an'ex-v 
tra.ordinary and apparently: 
unprecedented public sum- 
mary of'.long-classlficd 
government documents; j 

The perceived .threat - ' to 
diplomatic personnel overseas 
appeared to be based on the 
long-standing CIA practice of , 
using the Foreign Service and a 
other 1 agencies such as the 3 
U.S. Information Agency and 
the Agency for International 
Development as cover for CIA 
officials abroad. 

The jNSC '' summary, 
provided in response to a court . 
order, openly describes forthe I' 
first time: . . ■ 

The NSC documents In 1948 
that apparently comprise the 
CIA’s charter for covert 
operations; the 1952 Trutpan 
memo establishing the super- 
secret National Security 
Agency, and the so-called' 
NSCIDs (National Security 
Council Intelligence ' Direc- 
tives) that -have since 1947 
dealt out broad assignments to 
U.S. intelligence agencies- 
One of the NSCIDs, issued ! 
on Aug. 15, 1950, is still so j 
hush-hush, the NSC. main- 
tained, . that , disclosure of 
anything beyond the fact that 

~ See SECURITY* A3, Col. 8 






SECURITY, From A1 
it is three pages long “would 
entail the disc8losure of 
classified information.” 
Descriptions of other 
documents, especially two 
1948 NSC reports “concerning 
United States covert activities 
in the interest of national 



security, ” were more explicit. 

According to the inventory, 
filed in U.S. District Court 
here as an affidavit by NSC 
staff secretary Jeanne W . 
Davis,, portions of both 1948 
documents dealing with “the 
activities of another country 
during the Cold war” are so 
harshly worded that “the 
language employed in the 
documents could be exploited 
to affect adversely our 
relations with that country.” 

In addition, the NSC 
maintained, discussions of 
“coordination with other' 
agencies” in both documents 
“could prompt attacks on our 
diplomatic personnel overseas 
as being spys (sic) and covert 
operators.” 

Critics of government ■ 
secrecy in general and the CIA 
in particular have consistently 
assailed such fears as over- 
blown. 

“It’s a thin argument,” said 
former CIA official Victor ! 
Marchetti, author of “The CIA 
and the Cult of Intelligence.” 
“Their favorite cover used to 
be, and I think still is, official 
cover and diplomatic cover. 



“What they're really saying 
is it doesn’t matter if 
everybody knows this is so, so 
long as we don’t say it of- 
ficially. Sometimes those 
instructions (from NSC) could 
get pretty explicit, but such 
disclosures are only em- 
barrassing to the phonies who 
play the game. In reality 
they’re not embarrassing at 
all,” Marchetti said. 

The government took a 
much sterner view, insisting, 
in effect, that not a line of the 
NSC documents could safely 
be released. 

The affidavit was submitted 
to District Judge Thomas 
Flannery by Justice Depar- 
tment lawyers as the result of 
a freedom-of-information 
lawsuit filed in July by a 
former aide to Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger, 
Morton Halperin, and an 
associate, David Klaus. The 
government’s pleadings 
barely acknowledged 
existence of the NSC 
documents until last month 
when Flannery demanded an 
inventory. 

“The government offers no 
reason why the court and the 
plaintiffs must continue to 
stumble about in the dark,” 
the judge said Sept. 18 in 
calling for a factual summary 
of the documents. 




TlieearHest study, dated; 
May 40, UM8, is a top-secret 
report to the NSC in three’ 
sections: ’ an NSC staff* i 
analysis of . U,S. “Respon- ■ 
sibilities in ’the / Id war’ 1 
period’^ » proposed NSCi ! 
directive establishing - ai | 
special office for this purpose, ; 1 
and a proposed revision of an 
eajr^etf documoit ^ncerning 
such operations. f • H 
Aftlr^revieWiftg;;, ■ U.S.h 
relations with Other countries r • 
in the cold, war, the affidavit: , 
said,.tbeNSC stafbgbnc)ude#1 
“thatin pursuing la betional : .'j 
infefept, a nation- should be 
able to engage in; both overt;’ 
and covert activities.'’ • , ■ *-H 



The staff went on torecount, 
‘covert activities of ■ 'other,' 
countries and the necessity for;' 



a , . United, States. • 

1 ih^reto.” 

The affidavit* which rested ■ 

to PKaaal 

national security -affairs^ 
failed to state why, at least, 
portions of the IMS documents 

pflitlrl riAf K* mn/fo 



“top eec^’J/to “secret "Jan /t ; 
‘ which, ,.|jjje . government.* 
claims,, ;^stilj;. s .canhdi be 
released ' even , in % part f'- 



flrt ts^btf 1 ’■ t)ct.^.J4, MpS?;'"'- 
memorandum from' Prudent ' 
Truman to the secretaries of" 

state and defense -which 

— recently demoted from • 



was 



the material 

sources and methodafc, com- 
munications intelligence and 

the organization ofNS/y,- 

The seven-page' 1 Truman 
memo was described as “the 
foundation upon which all past 
and current communications-' 
intelligence activities vdf fhe' ! 
United States government are ' 
based,” ‘ Its disclosure^ the 
affidavit asserted : • ' 

Would ' Increase ’ the 
possibility of, penetration of or 

u'nuoijwui- 




- “Might severely limit thie; 
amount 'of -'}infoAsaitioii' ,: 
available to thiacoantry and**' 1 

might', Hfcr, affect^advia^sly . : 

. out. ifcility; ,fo''jacl ! Jjujclrfy * 
decisively ind Mffi’^^eb 1 
pectatibn of success iiif a crisis' 1 
situation ” - • ' 4 ****?* ** 

■ > l ^.i,document i jals«^rSRain- 
• ‘'‘h^jitbe.;i^v.ernniea^, » 




function of *^e ^ath>nli'- 
Security Agency,”. . which ia : 
supposed : to break codes and 



The final portion of the NSC' 
aff idavit j /dpalt V ,witfi-yihe 
NSC IDs --ordm; addressed; - 
to,; the? “entire , {intelligence 
community”) .and .ttBakihg > 

br .°ad .^delegations S -itioU ‘ 
respwaihUity. 'Fifty^ftpre* j 
been issued since 1947,; many 
of them reyisjons^^ 

others -are /•'■secret” Wr'. 
“confidential." , -»,/!,•:.{ * 

;3udgb Flannery was urged , 
t0 .b£%?m’public. r 



